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Amcnilmcnts to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in Ihc application. 
Listing of daims 

1 . (Original) A software system for distribulcd web applications, supporting client/server affinity detection, 
comprising: 

a server; 

a client, adapted to send requests to the server; and 

n numeric-valued generation ID, accompanying each request from the client to the server, 

incremented by the server upon receiving the request, and recorded by the server before 
being returned to the client, and such that if the generation JD accompanying a request 
from the client differs from the generation ID recorded by the server, an aflinity break 
between the client and the server is detected. 

2. (Original) The software systcnj as recited in claim ) , further comprising a plurality of clients adapted to 
ijcnil requests to the server, wherein each client has a unique user ID. 

3. (Original) The softwsire system as recited in claim 2, further comprising an affinity command, which 
coinbines the generation ZD accompanying a rcciucst with the user ID of ihc client sending the request, 
and by means of which llie sci-ver may detect an affinity break with a particular cHcnt among the plurality 
ofelicnls. 

4. (Original) The software system as recited in claim 3, wherein the server comprises a Java Viitual 
Machine (JVM) equipped with a cache. 

5. (Original) The soflware system as recited in claim 4, further comprising a plurality of servers, wherein 
affinity between a client and first server may be broken as a result of the client sending a request to a second 
server. 

SN OOmOfi^t Response to Omcc Action Mailed 4/9^2004 ' Page 3 of 10 

PAGE 3110 * RWD AT mM 10:30:58 AK [Eastern Daylight T^^^^ 



JUL-09-2004 FRI 08:24 AM CONLEY ROSE & TAYON FAX NO. 5127031250 , P. 



6. (Original) The software system as recited in claim 4, wherein an affinity break between a client and a 
server may occur if the server beconnes unavailable^ 

7. (Original) 'I'he software system as recited in claim 4, wherein detection of an affinity break between a 
client and a server may be used to invalidate contents of the cache in the server. 

8. (Original) llie soilwarc system as recited in claim 4, wherein the affinity command is sent by tlie 
server to the client and returned by the client to the server in a cookie. 

9. (Original) The software system as recited in claim 1, ftirthcr comprising an object-oriented software 
syslem, 

10. (Original) A method for detecting aftinity breaks between a client and a server equipped with a 
cache in a software system for distributed web applications^ comprising; 

the client sending a request to the server, accompanied by a numeric-valued generation ID (GlD); 

the server receiving the request and the GID from the client, and comparing the received GID 
against a previously recorded GID; 

if the received GID matches the recorded GID, incrementing the recorded GIO, and returning it 
to the client as the new GID; and 

if the received GID docs not match the recorded GID, reporting an affinity break between the 
client and the server. 

1 1 . (Original) The method as recited in claim 10, further comprising detecting affinity breaks between a 
plurality of clients and a server, wherein each client has a unique user ID. 

12. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1 1 , further comprising sending an affinity command with 
each request from a client, such that ihc affmity conunand combines ihc GID with the user ID of the 
client .sending the request, and delecting an affinity break with a particular client among the plurality of 
clients by means of the user ID. 
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13. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1 1, wherein the software system comprises an object- 
oriented software system. 

14. (Original) The method as recited in claim 12, further con^rising detecting affinity breaks between a 
plurality of clients and a plurality of servers, each of which is equipped with a cache, such that affinity 
between u client and first server may be broken as a result of the client sending a request to a second sei-ver, 

15. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein an affinity break between a client and a server 
mny occur if ihc server becomes unavailable. 

1<). (Original) The method as recited in claim 15, wherein detection of an afUnity break between a client 
and a server ntay be used to invalidate contents of the cache in the server. 

17. (Original) The method as recited in claim 16, wherein the affinily command is sent by the server to 
ihc client and returned by the client to the server in a cookie. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A compulcr program product in a computer readable medium for use in 
detecting affinity breaks between a client and a server, the computer program product comprising: 

instructions for Ihe server receiving the-p_j-equest and fte-GID 'aj)umeri c^va]ucd ficncnition U) 
(Gtt.>lfr<^Ti^ tlie client, and comparing Ihc received GID against a previously recorded 

insti'uctions for incrementing the recorded GTD, and returning it to the client as the new CfD, if 
the received GID matches the recorded GID; and 

intilructions for reporting an affmily break between the client and the server, if the received GTD 
docs not match the recorded GID, 
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20. (CufTcnlly Amended) The product as reciled in claim 19 further comprising: 

insifuctions for the chent sending a request to the server, accompanied by a numeric-valued 
generation ID (GlD)y. 

21 . (CuiTcntly Amended) A server includitig memory Dnd processor detecting aftlaily breaks, 
comprisingt^ 

means for the sej-ver receiving the-gi jequcst and the-GID -ajaumeric -valued fiene ratiou JD ( GlD) 
from the clicntraftd; 

comparing the received GlD against a previously recorded GID; 

means for incrementing the recorded GID, and returning it to the client as the new GlD, if the 
received GlD matches tlic recorded GID; and 

mcnns for reporting an affinity break between the client and die server, if the received GTD does 
not match the recorded G ID. 
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